
MINUTES OF  THE 24TH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 OF SOUTH ASIA FORUM FOR INFRASTRUCTURE REGULATION 

 

DATE: 22ND JULY, 2022; 04:00 PM IST ON MS TEAMS 

 

The meeting was chaired by Mr. Samdrup K. Thinley, Chairperson, South Asia 
Forum for Infrastructure Regulation (SAFIR) & CEO, Bhutan Electricity 
Authority, Bhutan. He welcomed all members to the twenty fourth (virtual) 
Executive Committee (EC) meeting of SAFIR. The list of participants is at 
Appendix.  Thereafter, Deputy Chief (RA), CERC provided a brief on the 
agenda of the meeting.  

 

AGENDA 1: CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 23RD 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Deputy Chief (RA), CERC informed the EC members about the action taken on 
various points in the minutes of 23rd meeting of EC and sought confirmation of 
the minutes placed before the Committee. After discussion, the minutes of 23rd 
meeting of EC were confirmed. 

 

       
    
    

1. Deputy Chief (RA), CERC apprised Executive Committee members that, in 
accordance with SAFIR's budget, SAFIR Members - IICA and CUTS 
Institute for Regulation and Competition had presented proposals to SAFIR 
Secretariat for conducting a study in SAFIR. Following an analysis of both 
proposals, the Executive Committee members had awarded the study  to 
IICA, which had proposed to conduct a study on "Regulatory Innovations 
and Practices - Cross Learning's from Infrastructure Sectors 2021". 

2. Thereafter, Dr. Abha Yadav, Associate Professor, School of Competition 
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Law & Market Regulation, IICA (a member of SAFIR) made a presentation 
on Regulatory Practices for Innovation: Cross Learnings from 
  (Annexure-I). The presentation highlighted the 
inter-relationship of regulation and technological innovations across the 
identified three infrastructure sectors i.e., Electricity/Energy, Roads/National 
Highways and Seaports among the three South Asian countries i.e., India, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka which can be identified as measures of regulatory 
practices, key technological innovations or advancements promoted by 
regulators that created positive or negative impacts over time (as identified 
through secondary and primary sources). 

3. The key features of the presentation included the following:  

a. The study explored the broader issues in the respective infrastructure 
sectors and assessed key regulatory challenges and innovations.  

b. The researchers examined the interface between regulation and 
innovations and suggested possible solutions in the form of some 
suggestions/recommendations for introducing technological innovations 
which may provide genuine grounds for some amendments in the existing 
regulatory regime.  

c. For the literature review, the researchers extracted the best practices in the 
global context in the context of three main objectives of research. 

d. The study concludes that regulatory regimes that unlock the economic 
potential of new technologies should be a priority. For effective 
regulations, technology can navigate these issues, and stimulate demand 
for new products or services. Therefore, the much-needed impetus is to 
bring in regulatory reforms which in itself can be a powerful stimulus to 
innovation. 

4. Member, Bangladesh ERC noted that the study report's focus area is broadly 
relevant to the situation that is now prevailing in their electricity sector. He 
added that both their government and their Regulatory Commission have
prioritized the use of technology in the electricity sector. In order to evaluate 
the performance of their industry, they are attempting to implement uniform 
systems of accounts in the electricity utilities. He stated that the study report 
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will be subject to further observation and that comments and suggestions 
would be submitted after evaluating the report. 

5. Chief (Regulatory Affairs), CERC suggested that the report may be 
circulated among the EC members for an in-depth reading and for comments 
and suggestions. He also requested that comments and suggestions of EC 
members should be sent to SAFIR Sectt preferably within 4 weeks. The 
report can then be modified depending on the feedback/comments and 
suggestions from all the members. Further, he added that because the report 
is a compilation of best practises, it can be approved by circulation among 
the members for final vetting and seeking approval without any formal 
meeting. After approval, the report can then be uploaded on the SAFIR 
website.  

6. After discussion, the EC members decided that all member countries share 
their comments and suggestions to SAFIR Secretariat in four weeks  

The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair. 
 
 

****** 
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APPENDIX 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS OF THE  
24TH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING OF "SAFIR"  

HELD ON 22ND JULY, 2022  
 

SL. NO. NAME  ORGANIZATION 

01. Mr. Samdrup K. Thinley 

CEO, BEA & Chairman, SAFIR  

Bhutan Electricity Authority, Bhutan 

02. Mr. I.S. Jha 

Member 

Central Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (India) 

03. Mr. Mohammad Abu Faruque 

Member 

Bangladesh Energy Regulatory 
Commission (Bangladesh) 

04. Mr. Gamini Herath, Deputy DG Public Utilities Commission of Sri 
Lanka, Sri Lanka 

05. Mr. Harpreet Singh Pruthi 

Secretary, CERC 

Central Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (India) 

06. Dr. Sushanta K. Chatterjee 

Chief (Regulatory Affairs), CERC 

Central Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (India) 

SPECIAL INVITEES 

07. Mr. Dilli Bahadur Singh, Chairman Electricity Regulatory Commission, 
Nepal 

08. Dr. Abha Yadav 

Associate Professor 

Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs      
( India) 

SAFIR SECRETARIAT 

09. Ms. Rashmi Somasekharan Nair 

Dy. Chief (Regulatory Affairs) 

CERC, New Delhi (India) 

10. 

 

Mr. P.M. Antony 

Asst. Secretary 

SAFIR / CERC, New Delhi (India)  

11. Mr. Saurabh  

Principal Research Officer  

CERC, New Delhi (India) 

12. Mr. Kushal Pal 

Research Associate

SAFIR, New Delhi (India) 
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